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O U R  M I S S I O N  
 Partnering with our community and families, we 

provide the highest quality education for all students in 
a caring, safe, and inclusive learning environment. 

 

 
   

Mattawan’s Young Five, elementary, and middle school students participated in the 13th Annual 
Wildcat Walk-a-Thon in October. The Walk-a-Thon is the sole fundraising event for our 
elementary and middle school students with each student invited to ask family and friends for 
pledges. This event promotes community and school pride as students raise funds then walk 
together during the event. Funds are used to enrich each child’s educational experience by 
providing funds to cover student field trips, assemblies, academic enrichment materials and 
subscriptions, teacher and staff appreciation, playground equipment, and additional supplies 
needed throughout the year.  
 
This year, a total of $114,332.00 was raised through student pledges and business 
sponsorships, making this our highest total yet! Because this is a volunteer led event supported 
by our parent associations, all funds go directly back to our school community and students. 
“This year was our highest total ever. And as we celebrate the success of this year, we 
concurrently celebrate an amazing milestone. This year, we hit the milestone of raising over 
ONE MILLION DOLLARS from the inception of the Walk-a-Thon until now.” stated Sarah 
Bouma, Chair of the Walk-A-Thon team. “We are absolutely blown away by the generosity of 
our Mattawan community through our annual Walk-a-Thon and are so appreciative of the team 
that started the Walk-A-Thon and the teams that have led the event each year since then. It is 
amazing to consider the impact these funds have had for so many students.”   
 
The amazing two-day event cultivated a strong sense of community as hundreds of parents, 
grandparents, and special adults cheered our students on throughout the walk. We enjoyed 
visits from Willy the Wildcat, WMU Football players, and Buster Bronco at different times during 
the elementary walk.  Walk-a-Thon spirit shirts were given to every student, teacher, bus driver, 
buildings & grounds, technology, central office, food service, support and administrative team 
members. The sense of pride and unity permeated our campus on those two days! Generous 
business sponsorships made the shirts possible. The engagement of our community partners 
Mattawan Student Resource Officers; VanBuren EMS; Mattawan Fire Department, and 
Mattawan Police Department helped the event to run smoothly each day.  
 
Celebrations continued following the Walk-a-Thon as classrooms were recognized for reaching 
the highest totals in their grade levels. Students doused teachers and administrators with 
buckets of ice water, turned administrators into human ice cream sundaes, and participated in 
silly string parties, bubble parties, chalk parties, pizza parties, and flashlight reading parties. “As 
a Walk-a-Thon committee, we are overwhelmed by the generous investment in our school 
community by so many individuals, families, and businesses. We are humbled by the 
generosity. Thank you! Our entire team is thankful to have this opportunity to serve our 
community.” Walk & Roll!  
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We’re excited about the future and where Mattawan Consolidated School is 
heading. More updates in January!  I wish each of you a wonderful and blessed 
holiday season. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Randy Fleenor, Superintendent of Schools 
 

DISTRICT 
N E W S  

Randy Fleenor, Superintendent 
PLANNING A DYNAMIC FUTURE 

1

Dear Families & Community: 
 
I trust this communication finds you doing very well and 
enjoying the wonderful, winter weather! As we approach 
winter break, I’d like to update everyone on a few items 
of interest and importance. 
  
Last July the Board of Education approved a 3-5 year 
dynamic strategic plan (DSP). The DSP serves as a 
roadmap for the future, guiding with five main targets. The 
genesis of this plan began 8 months ago, gathering 
feedback from employees, students, parents, and 
community members. Through a fairly timely but thorough 
process, this feedback was crafted into the framework 
you see today. Since July, building department teams, 
along with administration, have been working to create 
action items, which support our goals. In December, I’ll 
publish a goal tracker; you can expect quarterly updates 
at Board of Education meetings. We’re excited about this 
plan and the clear pathway it provides for creating and 
enhancing our services to students and parents. 
 
A few anticipated results from the DSP: 
• creates a platform for aligned curriculum and services 

for our students; 
• focuses on personalized, 21st Century focused, 

academic rigor with provides multiple avenues of 
engagement for students; 

• safe and secure facilities; 
• ensures fiscal responsibility and health for long-term 

sustainability; 
• establishes master site plan – a comprehensive 

infrastructure, facilities, and property plan for the 
future; and, 

• focuses on providing thoughtful, relevant training for 
our faculty and staff. 

 
You can read about all the goals in the DSP plan at: 

www.mattawanschools.org/strategicplan. 

Mattawan Consolidated School will be the leading collaborative learning community in 
which every individual will be valued, engaged, and empowered in an  

ever-changing, global society. 
 

O U R  V I S I O N  
 

The Mattawan Public Education Foundation is off to an exciting start for the 2022-2023 
school year. Each year the Mattawan Public Education Foundation kicks off the school 
year by awarding Brainstrong grants to district teachers.  This year we awarded nearly 
40 grants totaling over $19,000. Teachers use these awards to support and enhance 
learning experiences inside and outside of their classrooms. We are grateful to our 
donors and supporters for making this day possible.   
 
We love honoring the intentions of our founding members by making a positive 
difference in the Mattawan Consolidated School district.  In addition to our Brainstrong 
grants, MPEF recently kicked off a new capital campaign to honor our 30th anniversary 
in 2023.  This year, please join in our Heart of the Middle School Capital Campaign to 
renovate and update the Mattawan Middle School Media Center.  Work is already 
underway as MPEF provided the initial $30,000 for painting and shelving, but there is 
much more to be done! Visit mpef.org to learn more, view renderings and donate!   
There are many ways to support MPEF throughout the year. If you are interested in 
creating a scholarship, grant endowment, or making a gift to support a specific area of 
education, please contact us at info@mpef.org. Text Give to 407-707-MPEF or donate 
at mpef.org.  
 

Mattawan Public Education Foundation  
2022-2023 BRAINSTRONG GRANT RECIPENTS NAMED 
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Mattawan Early Childhood Education Center has officially opened a new library! This year all of the building 
construction is finished and we are finally able to occupy all of the classrooms and spaces, including the amazing 
new library.  This academic space is appealing to our youngest Wildcats and invites them to foster a love of 
reading.  “They look forward to visiting the library,” said Ms. Eaton, ECEC Principal.  “Our students are already 
enjoying their favorite new books!”  Our teachers are taking full advantage of the library’s resources and a space 
that blends comfort and movement for our energetic young learners.  We are grateful to have a colorful and 
functional school library that encourages creativity and promotes the life-long joy of reading and learning. 
  
 

The Mattawan-based preschool program opened on 
September 12th with lead teacher Nichole Plume.  The 
program is a half-day, tuition-based program designed to 
support 3 and 4 year-olds on early childhood skills.  There 
are currently 54 students enrolled.   We are honored to 
provide preschool learning that gives young children 
significant advantages in language, literacy and math 
skills.  Our programs also help boost childrens’ social 
skills, listening, and self-control.  Our experienced 
teachers are helping our youngest students get off to a 
great start in their educational journey.   
 

This was the first year that the Early Childhood 
Education Center students participated in the 
walk-a-thon as our own building.  Our Young 5 
students rode the bus over to the Early 
Elementary to participate in the fun.  Thank you 
to all of the families that donated and helped to 
support our students with this year’s upcoming 
field trips and needs we may have in the building!  
Community support makes the difference in the 
lives of our students.   
 

EXCITING NEW LIBRARY OPENS AT MATTAWAN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
Early Childhood Library, the Place for Possibilities 

We’ve Got a Preschool That’s Just So Cool 
MATTAWAN-BASED PRESCHOOL OPEN 

FIRST EVER ECEC WALKATHON 
Young 5’s Fitness & Fun  
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SCIENCE AS A SPECIAL 
Early Elementary Students Explore the Wonders and Mystery of Science 

LUCY THE COMFORT DOG MAKES ALL 
THINGS PAWSIBLE 
Mrs. Martin’s Therapy Dog Lucy 

Science as a special is a new idea at Mattawan Early Elementary. Mr.  DeLille is excited to implement the Mystery Science 
curriculum, and teach hands-on, grade-level appropriate science lessons.  “Their natural curiosity drives them to explore and 
investigate as they work on lessons”, said DeLille.  His students are learning to hypothesize and experiment to discover the 
workings of the world all around us.  One topic suggested that “300 years ago, people from Europe had not been to Africa.  
They found a new animal that they thought looked like a cross between a camel and a leopard. They called it a 
“Cameleopard.”  It was actually a giraffe.” Another lesson challenged students to organize “animal cards” to learn about 
taxonomy.  Teams of students created groups for “Animals without Bones” (invertebrates), Mammals, Birds, and Reptiles. 
Each week is filled with daily learning targets that inspire kids to love science. These young scientists are using clues to 
figure things out and understand how things work. Building skillsets in science as a special will stimulate scientific thinking 
and help students learn the concepts of critical thinking, discovery, and fun. 
 

Lucy is 4 years old, but she has lots of experience 
making all things pawsome for young Mattawan 
students.  Lucy is a fully certified Springer Spaniel who 
naturally brings calm to the spaces she visits.   
Students enjoy special visits and pawsitive 
experiences with Lucy, she models good behavior and 
helps students regulate. Comfort dogs are improving 
students and staff well-being, and making an impact on 
academic and social growth. By nature, Lucy sets a 
pawsitive tone and relieves stress by simply being cute 
and unconditional.  We are deeply appreciative that her 
owner Mrs. Martin, shares her with our school.  The 
infamous Lucy is a charismatic, lovable addition who 
helps our school climate, or students and staff who may 
be having a "ruff" day. We are committed to providing 
all the supports so that kids can learn at their best.  Join 
us in giving Lucy a round of "a-paws!" We extend 
special thanks to her sponsors, Oak Ridge Feed 
provides her grooming and Pet Supplies Plus provides 
dog food.  
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4th Grade Students and their Middle School Mentors 
 

READING BUDDIES PAIR UP TO PROMOTE LITERACY 
 

A Sunny Pure Michigan fall Friday set the stage 
for the first annual 4th grade Trunk-or-Treat.  
Thanks to the help of more than 70 parent 
volunteers, our students enjoyed safe, festive 
fun on school grounds.  Parents handed out 
treats and made this event erie-sistible. 
Through the efforts of generous and supportive 
parents, Trunk-or-Treat was fang-tastic!! You 
made their day. 

PARENTS PROVIDE A FA-BOO-LOUS 
TRUNK OR TREAT 
Mattawan Later Elementary 1st Annual  
 
 

The energy and anticipation was high at 
Mattawan Later Elementary as 8th grade 
students made their way to their 4th grade 
buddy.  Through a collaborative effort, teachers 
pair up 8th grade students with 4th grade 
students to build relationships and support that 
keeps kids excelling in reading.  Our 4th graders 
get their own personal tutor who demonstrates 
positive behavior, reads to them, and gets to 
know them.  In recent weeks, 8th grade authors 
have been writing and illustrating stories for 
their buddy.  The big day arrived and the visit 
began with fun icebreaker activities like 
handshakes, mimes, and connection.  Next, 8th 
graders read their story to their buddy.  Both 
buddies gain value from this experience.  
Younger students improve comprehension and 
embrace literacy with their older peer.  Older 
students gain confidence when they know 
someone is looking up to them and it also helps 
them become a more confident reader.  They 
benefit from leadership experience as a mentor.  
Shared time builds a sense of Wildcat 
community, and the little buddies are in awe of 
their role models.  We are proud of the 
partnership and coordination on the part of 
Mattawan teachers to move our mission 
forward, “Empowering the Future TOGETHER, 
with Mattawan Pride.” 

Superintendent Fleenor was thrilled to visit Mrs. Smith’s 4th grade class 
as they worked on a creative activity with the book, Rosie Revere, 
Engineer! By Andrea Beaty.  These engineers in the making worked hard 
to dissect important parts of the story. Mr. Fleenor was thrilled to see 
creative writing and comprehension instruction delivered in a cool and 
engaging way for students.   
 

Rosie Revere, Engineer 
MRS. SMITH’S 4TH GRADERS DISSECT THE STORY 
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  MIDDLE SCHOOL 
N E W S F L A S H  
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HONORING OUR VETERANS WITH MATTAWAN PRIDE 
VETERANS DAY BREAKFAST TO SERVE THOSE WHO SERVED 
 

MATTAWAN PUBLIC EDUCATION FOUNDATION PROVIDES INSPIRATION AND RENOVATION  
 We are RENOVATING!! We have been fortunate to have MPEF recognize the need to 

update our Middle School Media Center. This past summer the space received the start 
of its facelift with new paint and brand-new shelves. We redesigned the layout too!  Our 
Media Center serves students, staff, and community members and with these 
renovations, the space is turning into a bright, collaborative space. Students are finding a 
wider variety of books on our shelves now that they are lighter in color and the bookcases 
relocated. The bright cheerful color and design, have brought a renewed sense of 
excitement. 
 
We are looking forward to continuing to update through the $30 for 30 Campaign, which 
is slated for new furniture. This furniture will be mobile and can easily be moved around 
to meet the needs of our patrons. It will allow for small group and large group spaces as 
well as soft and hard seating for our different learning styles. Thank you all for your 
continued support!  
 

After a couple year hiatus due to Covid restrictions, Mattawan Middle School’s Veterans Day Breakfast, hosted by our 8th grade students, 
returned.  Students and staff invited our local heroes to a morning of celebration of gratitude for all of the service and sacrifices that our veterans 
and current service members have given to this great country!  Mattawan Middle School’s 8th grade students planned and prepared an eventful 
morning that included speeches of appreciation, singing of the national anthem, a hallway parade, followed by a delicious breakfast.  They 
learned about veterans, and what it means to celebrate service men and women past and present. We are all very blessed to have so many 
freedoms and opportunities in this great country, because of the dedication and sacrifices of our United States Military.  Not only is it an honor 
for our students to show their appreciation and gratitude to our military heroes, they also learn a lot about what it means to choose "Service 
Before Self."   
 

MR. WRIGHT’S CLASSROOM BUILDS A CULTURE OF KINDNESS 
 

Kindness is Contagious 

1

Mr. Wright’s classroom at the Middle School has an exciting project they are working on. It’s 
called “Kindness is Contagious!” The idea is that when students and staff are in an environment 
where we are all aware and mindful of how we show kindness to others, and how others show 
kindness to us, it makes all of us more likely to pass that kindness on. There is research behind 
this idea. One particular study demonstrated that when students are exposed to conversations 
about violence, they are more likely to view violence as an acceptable course of action. With 
“Kindness is Contagious,” we hope to spread conversations about kindness, and build a culture 
of kindness.  The project is pretty simple. Student’s in Mr. Wright’s Links class cut out “helping 
hands” using construction paper. Then students talk about acts of kindness they might have 
seen or done themselves. Finally, they write a description of the act of kindness, and staple the 
hand onto the display in the hall. Students also have the option to search out classmates or staff 
in the building to ask if they would like to help complete a “helping hand”. In addition, there are 
blank “helping hands” on a table outside of Mr. Wright’s classroom that any students or staff can 
use to create their own! 

2
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The Lions Club and Mattawan High School's LEO Club models service to the Mattawan 
community.  LEO Club, sponsored by The Lions Club, is an international organization with the 
motto “We Serve.”  This opportunity challenges high school students to be committed to a life 
of community service and social responsibility.  Under the wings of the Lions Club, Mattawan 
High School LEO Club participated in an annual food drive. We are proud of their efforts and 
success in bringing nearly $2,000 in cash and food to the Mattawan Area Pantry. Through the 
generosity of Wagoner’s Grocery Store and the Mattawan community, our neighbors in need 
will be blessed with food and necessary provisions.   We are deeply appreciative to patrons who 
visited Wagoner’s Grocery Store and donated to this important cause.  LEO, The Lions Club, 
local businesses, the Mattawan Area Pantry, and our community lives up to the motto “We 
Serve.” For more information, or to get involved, visit:  https://www.mattawanareapantry.org 
 

MHS SPORTS REPORT 
 

HIGH SCHOOL 
H E A D L I N E S  

9 - 12 

FALL SPORTS WRAPPED UP WITH SOME EXCITING HAPPENINGS!  
 
• Our Boys Tennis Team had an amazing season, they were not only the SMAC Division champions, but also 

Regional Champions!  They finished 4th in the State.  They had 7 First Team All-State athletes! 
• Mattawan Cross Country sent Hope Webber to the State Finals and she finished 35th in the State. 
• The Girls swim team member Hope Weber earned herself 2nd team in the conference.  We also had a diver, Elise 

Gerl compete in the State meet! 
• Volleyball had a great season, they finished 2nd in SMAC.  
• Charlotte Stenger finished in the top ten for Girls Golf. She made the  All-Division 1st team. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS EVERYONE ON A GREAT SEASON! 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY WILDCATS 
Working to Exemplify Academics, Character and Service 
 The Mattawan High School chapter of the National Honor Society has been busy!  While many 
think of the NHS as an “Academic Honor Society”, the mission of the NHS is to also promote the 
development of Character and Service.  Most recently, members of the NHS participated in a 
campus cleanup and celebrated Halloween during the event.  Over 20 bags of trash were 
collected during the clean-up and it was a beautiful day to be outside!  Currently, members of the 
NHS are also engaged with after school tutoring at the High School, working at the elementary 
school book fair, and also keeping score for middle school basketball.  These are just a few of 
the projects tackled by the members of the National Honor Society. 
 

1

The National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (NIAAA) is pleased to announce that Chad Yager, Athletic Director at Mattawan 
High School has been recognized by this association as a Certified Master Athletic Administrator.  We are proud of Mr. Yager’s leadership, 
hard work, and dedication to Mattawan student athletes. 

Chad  Yager Named Certified Master Athletic Administrator  
NATIONAL INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS ASSOCIATION 
 

2

QPA Award 
The Mattawan High School Athletic Program recently earned the Quality Program Award through the NIAAA. 
Benefits to QPA recipients: 
• Affirm benefits of an educationally based interscholastic athletic program 
• Develop long term strategic planning and continuous improvement 
• Earn professional recognition at national and state levels (banner and plaque) Enhance budget justification 
• Build community support and pride 
• Recognition at National Athletic Directors Conference 
• Satisfies project requirement for CMAA certification provided application and completion of the process meets requirements 

and standards established by the NIAAA board of directors 
 

LEO Club Helps to Drive Out Hunger 
LEADERSHIP…EXPERIENCE…OPPORTUNITY 
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DISTRICT CALENDAR 
 

NOVEMBER  
10-11  ½ Days – Parent/Teacher Conferences 
22  ½ Day Staff PD 
23  Thanksgiving Recess begins 
28  Classes Resume 
DECEMBER 
26 Winter	Break	[December	26-January	8,	2023]	
JANUARY 2023 
9 Classes Resume  
18-19 – Final exams – ½ days for 6-12 Students Only 
20  ½ Day Staff Records 
23  Staff PD – No School 
FEBRUARY 2023 
16 ½ Day Staff PD 
17 ½ Day Students & Staff 
MARCH 2023 
10 ½ Day - Staff Records 
13  Staff PD – No School 
23-25  ½ Days – Parent/Teacher Conferences 
30 ½ Day – Staff PD 
31 Spring Recess Begins 
APRIL 2023 
10 Classes Resume 
MAY 2023 
2 ½ Day Staff PD 
29 No School - Memorial Day Observed 
31 Final exams – ½ days for 6-12 students only 
JUNE 2023 
1-2 Final Exams – ½ days for 6-12 Students Only 
2 ½ Day Staff Records- Last Day of School 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mattawan Consolidated School 
56720 Murray Street 
Mattawan, MI 49071 
 

WILDCAT 
C O N N E C T I O N  

www.mattawanschools.org 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
2022.2023 

Ted Roethlisberger, President 
Maureen Ford, M.D., Vice President 
Shari Magrath, Secretary 
Mark Noffsinger, M.D., Treasurer 
Marika Hawes-Ruhrup, Trustee 
Vickie Mabin-Herzberg, Trustee 
Bruce Miller, Trustee 
 
Randall Fleenor, Superintendent 
Jay Larner, Assistant Superintendent 

Congratulations to Shari Magrath, Marika Hawes-Ruhrup, Dr. Onur 
Arugaslas, and Rick George for recent election/re-election to the 
Mattawan Board of Education! On behalf of the entire school 
community, we thank Bruce Miller and Dr. Maureen Ford for their years 
of dedicated service to students and families as Board of Education 
members.  We are grateful to all candidates in our community who seek 
election to the Board of Education.  School board members are 
entrusted with one of the most important responsibilities: ensuring that 
all children in their school district have opportunities to reach high levels 
of educational achievement. 
 

• Shari Magrath, Incumbent 
• Marika Hawes-Ruhrup, Incumbent 
• Dr. Onur Arugaslan, New Board Member 
• Rick George, New Board Member 

 
The Mattawan Consolidated School Board of Education meets monthly 
on the second Monday of each month at 6:30 pm, except for June, July 
and August, when the meetings will be held at 7:30 am.  All meetings 
are held in the Administration Board Room. 
 

BOARD OF ED BULLETIN 


